
September 22, 2020  

Mayor Andrew J. Ginther           Councilmember Rob Dorans    
Council President Shannon Hardin                             Councilmember Shayla Favor   
Council President Pro Tempore Elizabeth Brown                          Councilmember Emmanuel V. Remy 
Councilmember Mitchell J. Brown                Councilmember Priscilla R. Tyson 
 
90 West Broad Street   
Columbus, Ohio 43215   

Dear Columbus City Council Members and Mayor Andrew Ginther, 

On behalf of the 11 undersigned local and statewide reproductive health, rights, and justice organizations, 
LGBTQIA+ rights organizations, and civil rights organizations, we urge you to deliver on your promise to 
reimagine safety by specifying the exact timeline in which this body will reconsider and pass the 
ordinance to demilitarize the Columbus Police Department that was indefinitely tabled by a 4-3 vote 
during the council meeting on Monday, September 14, 2020. Additionally, we call on Mayor Andrew 
Ginther to provide a statement explaining his administration's position on the vote.[i]  

We appreciate the willingness of Columbus City Council members to hold a public hearing on demilitarizing the 
police, as well as the opportunity created for hundreds of Columbus residents to provide testimony in support 
of various ideas to demilitarize the Columbus Police Department. We also recognize President Pro Tempore 
Brown’s leadership in sponsoring this necessary and timely ordinance. However, we are deeply disappointed 
that this ordinance was indefinitely tabled and believe that the people our organizations work on behalf 
of deserve real answers as to why the decision was made to table the ordinance and when it will be 
prioritized for passage by Columbus City Council. 

Our organizations proudly employ, organizes for, advocates for, and provides direct services to Columbus 
residents who are young Black, brown, Indigenous, people of color (BIPOC), women, and queer, transgender, 
and gender-nonconforming people. Our members, patients, and communities routinely experience violence, 
oppression, and trauma from militarized police – both in their communities and while on the frontlines of 
protests for Black lives and liberation. Many of them shared their violent experiences at the hands of the 
Columbus Division of Police with each of you throughout the hearing process. Despite the overwhelming 
support from the people of Columbus, four Council members voted no and tabled the ordinance, allowing the 
Columbus Division of Police to continue their excessive use of helicopters, wooden and rubber bullets, and 
chemical agents such as tear gas. This is not public safety; this is state-sanctioned violence, and it 
deeply impacts the lives of Columbus’ BIPOC and other marginalized communities. 

Repeated exposure to such police violence and chemical weapons causes significant bodily and psychological 
harm, specifically to pregnant people, transgender, and gender-nonconforming people. Transgender men and 
gender-nonconforming activists in Columbus who were exposed several times to tear gas reported that they 
experienced abnormal menstruation after being sprayed with chemical agents.[ii] Studies link exposure to tear 
gas to negative impacts on the endocrine system, which regulates the reproductive system, and may cause 
miscarriage or abnormal menstruation. In 2011, Chile banned the use of tear gas after a study by the 
University of Chile showed that CS gas, which is the defining component of tear gas, can strongly impact 
reproductive function, damage the fetus in the last trimester of pregnancy, and can also affect children in their 
first years of life.[iii] However, this impact is not just on the people in the crowd who are directly exposed, but 
also to people who happen to live in the area where the chemical agents are released without their knowledge 
or consent. Given these findings, other cities across the country have begun to ban police use of chemical 
agents. It is urgent that the City of Columbus follows suit and fulfills its commitment to making tangible 
public safety policy changes for the residents of Columbus. 

Police brutality is a reproductive freedom, reproductive justice, and LGBTQIA+ issue. At a time when the 
maternal mortality rate for Black pregnant women is three to four times that of white women, when the infant 
mortality rate for Black babies is 2.5 to 3 times that of white babies in Franklin County,[iv] and when Black 
transgender people report much higher rates of biased harassment and assault from police[v] – the City of 
Columbus has yet to effectively decrease the law enforcement budget or pass policies to demilitarize 



the Columbus Division of Police, which inflicts violence and trauma upon these communities daily. In 
addition to the urgency of prohibiting the use of lethal, militarized police tactics, the City of Columbus should 
reallocate money from the overfunded police budget to city initiatives focused on addressing equitable housing, 
affordable, and comprehensive health care services, and programs to reduce Black infant and maternal 
mortality and morbidity. 

As organizations committed to a world where everyone can make decisions about their bodies, including if, 
when, and how to become a parent, and can live with justice, love freely, and express their gender and 
sexuality without fear, violence, or interference from anyone – especially the state – we refuse to silently stand 
by while local governments continue to dangerously prioritize law enforcement budgets over the lives, safety, 
and wellbeing of young BIPOC women and queer, transgender, and gender-nonconforming 
people.                                                                                   

The communities of Columbus know what is best for them. They have told you time and again what they need. 
We call on members of Columbus City Council and Mayor Andrew Ginther to no longer just listen, but to act 
upon these demands: 
 

1. Specify the exact timeline in which the ordinance to demilitarize the police will be 
reconsidered; 
2. Issue a statement declaring the administration’s position on the ordinance; 
3. Urge Columbus City Council members to swiftly pass and adopt the ordinance 

Thank you for your time and consideration of our letter. We look forward to hearing back from members of 
Columbus City Council and Mayor Andrew Ginther. 

In solidarity, 

ACLU of Ohio 
Black, Out & Proud 
Equality Ohio 
Kaleidoscope Youth Center 
NARAL Pro-Choice Ohio 
Ohio Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
Ohio Women’s Alliance 
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Ohio 
Queer Partnership for Black Liberation 
URGE: Unite for Reproductive and Gender Equity 
Women Have Options Ohio 

  

 

 

[i] Endorsement is an indication of solidarity within the movement to address ending police brutality and a recognition of the urgency of 
these policies. Endorsement does not necessarily mean that each organization has expertise in or are actively working toward 
everything listed therein. 
[ii] Ohio Capital Journal. “Protestors Report Adverse Effects from Tear Gas, Demand Columbus Ban Chemical Weapons.” 
ohiocapitaljournal.com/2020/06/22/protesters-report-adverse-effects-from-tear-gas-exposure-demand-columbus-ban-chemical-agents-
entirely/. September 17, 2020.  
[iii] Latin American News Dispatch. “Chile Suspends Use of Tear Gas Amid Concerns of Miscarriages.” 
latindispatch.com/2011/05/19/chile-suspends-use-of-tear-gas-amid-concerns-over-miscarriages/. September 17, 2020. 
[iv] Ohio Department of Health, Office of Vital Statistics. 2019 & 2020 birth & data are preliminary. Updated May 24, 2020. 
https://public.tableau.com/views/InfantMortalityReport/IMReport?:embed=y&:display_count=yes&publish=yes&:showVizHome=no. 
Accessed September 18, 2020. 
[v] National Center for Transgender Equality. “Blueprint for Equality: A Transgender Federal Agenda, Chapter 6: Reforming Police and 
Ending Anti-Transgender Violence.” 
https://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/resources/NCTE%20Federal%20Blueprint%20Chapter%206%20Police%20and%2
0Ending%20Violence.pdf. Accessed September 18, 2020. 
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